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New Book by Prof. Padraic O'Hare 

The Director of the Center for the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations has authored a new book on interreligous relations. 

Precis
This book is animated by the belief that people in any religious community, on any spiritual path, can be enriched by clues to living spiritual lives from people in religious communities and spiritual ways other their own; that this need not undermine peoples’ rootedness. Its thesis is that people in every religious community, on every spiritual path, should come to practice spiritual companionship, to encounter one another as siblings – all God’s children – and our ways of faithfulness should, as far as possible, become transparent to one another. 
In articulating this thesis, the book employs the relations between Jews and Christians as in some measure a model and example and treats the current status of these relations. It deals with the problems attending the thesis, the theology of revelation underpinning it, an appreciation of Christianity as an example of it, a model of contemplation education as the practice for achieving it and how to approach teaching and learning about one another in ways that foster reverence. 

James Carroll, author of "Constantine's Sword: The Church and the Jews," says of this book, "Spiritual Companions is an act of Catholic theological self-criticism undertaken in the spiritual presence of the covenant God makes with Israel...in the presence of the living witness of the rabbinic Judaism that has flourished down through the centuries. O'Hare not only retrieves the Christian genius of St. Augustine and Thomas Merton, but measures it against the genius of Rabbis Abraham Joshua Heschel and Joseph Soloveitchick." 

