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}The following presentation was prepared by 
the Office of Financial Aid at Merrimack 
College.

}The presentation includes detailed 
instructions on how to complete on - line 
Entrance Counseling and electronically sign 
the Master Promissory Note for the William D. 
Ford Federal Direct Loan program for 
Subsidized and/or Unsubsidized loans.
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}As mandated by the federal government 
beginning with the 2010 - 2011 academic 
year, all Direct Stafford (Subsidized and 
Unsubsidized) and parent (PLUS) loan funds 
will be administered through the U.S. 
Department of Education.

}The recent change in federal loans requires
all student borrowers to complete Entrance 
Counseling and to electronically sign a Master 
Promissory Note.
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}In order for loan funds to be disbursed to a 
student account, students must:

1. Return the signed/dated gray school copy 
of your financial aid award notification 
indicating your decision to accept or decline 
the Direct Subsidized and/or Unsubsidized 
Student Loan.

2. Follow the processing instructions 
provided in this presentation to complete 
Entrance Counseling and to sign the Master 
Promissory Note.
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}If your financial aid award letter did not 
include a Direct Subsidized and/or Direct 
Unsubsidized loan, be sure to file the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at 
www.fafsa.gov and include the Merrimack 
College Federal School Code 002120.

}Once you have filed the FAFSA, call the 
Financial Aid Office at 978 - 837 - 5186 to 
notify us of your recent filing.
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ÅLog into website: www.studentloans.gov

ÅStudents will need:

V student FAFSA PIN

V student social security number

V student birth date

V name, address and phone # for two 
references

V driverõs license number
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Click on the green 
ά{LDb Lbέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ
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/ƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎέ 
option.

Merrimack College Financial Aid 8



Choose the 
ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
Entrance 
/ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎέ 
link.
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Choose the 
appropriate 
category.

Incoming 
freshman and 
transfer students 
and returning 
students should 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άL ŀƳ ŀƴ 
undergraduate 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘέΦ
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It will take about 30 
minutes to complete 
the on-line Entrance 
Counseling.

Follow along as 
prompted by the 
screens.
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/ƘƻƻǎŜ άaŀǎǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǘǘǎέ 
from the list of School 
States.
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/ƘƻƻǎŜ άaŜǊǊƛƳŀŎƪ 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
schools.
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Carefully read the 
information presented 
throughout Entrance 
Counseling.

There are 16 topics with 
associated questions.  
All answers are found 
within the text you 
read.
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View the 
.ƻǊǊƻǿŜǊΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ 
and 
Responsibilities 
Link.

Then choose 
ά{ǳōƳƛǘέ
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