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 On Tuesday, November 14th, 2017, 

Kevin Salemme, an alumnus of Merrimack 

College, delivered his ñLast Lectureò to a 

group of over two hundred students, faculty, 

alumni, family and friends. Salemme graduat-

ed from the Art Institute of Boston with a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Photography, and 

soon after attended Merrimack to earn a Bach-

elor of Arts in Philosophy. He later went back 

to school to study at Harvard University where 

he would earn a Master of Arts in Liberal 

Studies in Film and Photography. Salemme 

has now worked at Merrimack for over three 

decades as the Media Center Director and lec-

turer on photography. 

 

 After receiving over 30 nominations, Salemme was chosen by the 

Honors Program and decided to speak about photography in his lecture 

ñHow Photography Can Be Used to Understand the Universe.ò His lecture 

was centered around the impact photography has on the world. Topics 

touched upon in his lecture included light, love, spirituality, a sense of reali-

ty, and how he has always been ñchasing lifeò through photography. He took 

us through the journey of his life thus far and showed how photography has 

played a significant role in it since he was nine years old. Salemme also gave 

his audience an exclusive, limited edition postcard featuring his own art-

work. Salemme continues to have a remarkable impact on the Merrimack 

community as he has for years, and is now an even greater inspiration to 

many following his ñLast Lecture.ò 
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Dear Readers, 

 

It is with much delight that we present to you our new and improved Honors 

newsletter, now named ñNorthview.ò Weôve been exploring ways to expand our 

content and add more zing and pep for our current students for a while, so with 

this issue we include an additional middle section devoted to life on campus. We 

genuinely hope you enjoy the additions and look forward to hearing your feed-

back! 

 

Happy Thanksgiving to all! 

Ellen McWhorter 

Above: students at the Caramel Apple Snack Attack, where they made cards for veterans. 

 

Below: students participate in Honors Jeopardy Night. 
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The National Collegiate Honors Council Goes to Atlanta, Georgia  
Maria DôAuria ó20 

 
 During November 8th-12th, a group of nine young ladies headed to Atlanta for the National Collegiate 

Honors Council conference. Kerri McCarthy, Victoria Robbins, and Honors Program Manager Lisa Cavallaro pre-

sented on recruitment; Courtney Carrozzo presented on our student ñadvice-ingò program; Ali Hanon, Megan 

Sheppard, and Dr. Ellen McWhorter presented on honors contracts and STEM majors, and Ali Tobin, Tori Thistle, 

and Kerri McCarthy presented on the over-engaged honors student. 

 

 Over 100 colleges and universities were present at the conference. Honors Program students and faculty 

from across the country presented their poster boards, slideshows, and recent studies. The reason why honors pro-

grams meet every year is to share how their programs are growing, and to get quality advice and ideas on how to 

improve their honors programs. The audience often takes notes on the presentations so they can report back to 

their director or manager of the honors program. The notes are incredibly helpful if a program is serious about 

making positive changes. 

 

The point in attending the conference is to improve honors 

programs nationwide. At Merrimack, the students took 

notes on the presentations they attended so that we can dis-

cuss possible changes to be implemented in our program. 

Just a few of the presentations that the students attended 

were ñImproving The Newsletter,ò ñAffecting More Diver-

sity in the Honors Curriculum,ò and ñExploring Democracy 

and Global Citizenship.ò The students found the discussions 

 particularly helpful, and they plan to pursue some of the 

topics that were explored. 

 

If youôre interested in improving Merrimackôs Honors pro-

gram and meeting like-minded students from all over the 

country, consider submitting a proposal for the conference! 

 
Fireside Chat: From Balance to Burnout  
Katie Clark ó20 

 

 On Sunday October 22nd, students gathered in the Sanctuary for the weekôs Fireside Chat. 

Honors alum Dr. Elie Ata led the discussion, which he entitled ñFrom Balance to Burnout.ò Dr. Ata 

graduated from Merrimack College in 2012 and was one of fourteen students in the inaugural class of 

the Honors Program. After Merrimack, Dr. Ata continued his education at Central Michigan University 

Medical School and is currently a resident at Lawrence General Hospital. He describes his area of ex-

pertise as full spectrum family health, meaning he works in OB, pediatrics, geriatrics, and urgent care. 

 The topic of the chat was especially relevant as the college kicked off its annual Wellness 

Week. Dr. Ata spoke to students about the signs of stress and burnout as well as strategies that can be 

used to ultimately reduce and prevent the two from happening. With his sense of humor, and evident 

passion for the medical field, Dr. Ata kept the audience engaged and asking questions that delved deep-

er into the medical definitions of stress. Perhaps a key takeaway from the discussion, as Dr. Ata said, 

was to remember the three steps to solving issues of stress and burnout: to recognize that there is a 

problem, to find a solution and ask for help, and to take action. By the end of the discussion, students 

were not only able to recognize and differentiate stress from burnout, but to also take the necessary 

steps in order to minimize both for a positive lifestyle.  
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Faculty SpotlightðSimona Sharoni 
Alexandra Wolf ó20 

 

Simona Sharoni is a feminist researcher and professor. She went to Haifa Universi-

ty in Israel where she received her B.A and M.A in counseling and Special Education. Fol-

lowing this, she then went to George Mason University where she received her Ph.D in 

Conflict Analysis and Resolution. This is her first semester teaching at Merrimack College 

and being the fourth higher educational platform she has taught at, she hopes to retire here. 

Sharoni is excited to teach here, specifically in her Honors classes. This semester, she is 

teaching an Honors section of Gender and Society, and there has been such a positive re-

sponse that she is teaching Honors Global Womenôs Issues in the spring. 

Sharoni explains that she sees the difference in the level of engagement with her 

honors classes and the studentsô openness to critical thinking. ñIt is really nice to have the 

opportunity to teach an honors class,ò she says. 

With her research focusing on global gender issues, she explains ña college class is one of the few places in 

a democracy where you can engage in engage in critical issues that matter. Whether these issues are gender based 

violence or issues of social justice, those issues easily connect to current events.ò 

Sharoni says that teaching is a source of hope to her. To be able to witness and engage with students about 

current events is why she enjoys teaching topics like Gender and Society: ñIn many ways they allow me to share 

how we can reach the gap, a world that we are critical of in terms of racism, homophobia, and focus on them as a 

way to close the gap the world that could be.ò 

        Her main goals for teaching are to be able to provide students with materials that resonate with their own lives 

and that they can apply beyond the class. Sharoni explains that her classes are not just about sharing content, not 

just about taking notes and asking about what is on the exam, but rather trying to understand what has happened in 

current events and how can we prevent current problems from happening again. 

 Sharoni enjoys working with the Honors Program because she can count on her students to be prepared and 

engaged, and to take the material seriously. She explains that as Honors students, many times we are too busy to 

take up a second major or minor in gender studies, so her classes offer an excellent way to addresses a subject that 

many students wouldnôt necessarily have a chance to explore. For the most part, she likes ñbeing with initially curi-

ous students who choose this topic and  who want to be challenged.ò 

        The Honors program is grateful for Simona Sharoniôs contribution to the Honors program with her teachings 

in Feminist studies to the Honors Students that influence and allow the Honors Program to continue to strengthen 

and grow. 

Mack Gives Back 


