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This Issue Remain open -minded and Patient
when it comes to finding that
_ dream job: English Career Night
English Career
Night: Recalibrating This yeardos Career Night panel fe
Dream Job Expecta- Jenni fer Hansel man (613), Megan H
tions (615). The panel represented a va
emphasized that the skills they h
Remaining open to all serve them in their jobs, maki ng
possibilities: English Tremblay, a Marketing Manager at
Alumni offer their Hat haway, the Professional Advi so
wisdom Foundation, detailed the importan
paths, while Lingley, an English
The Impact of Button described the vatacd mhg fextds wint lc
Poetry: Olivia Hansel man, a Data Associate at Am
Gatwood inspires during theanguwst i par i od, because
generations of companyds new home concierge syst
women over the years that our degrees w
An Interview with Dr. adaptable in the workplace than o
Christy Pottroff witness |living proof of this fore
pursued by the al umni panel i sts.
maj ors an idea of the rich array
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Hansel mandéds advice i n particu
. succeeds at its intended miss
higpirited questions about Am
“ (including one, for exampl e,
i der was a consideration when
+cand giving it a voice), she r
cumb to frustration i f their
gualify adafat edrealml j obhe r e mi
al 6s dream job might not have
| i ke senior Coll een Rockwel |,
with relief and encouragement
i ng it Ahelps to know it is o
a job right out of <coll ege. 0o
‘ Whil e Career Night can hel |
arding what kinds of position
ose who have set a career tra
nior Matt Hyzdu, for example,
chool teacher e i ass
arly enjoyed t of
here were major n t
ucation. The hi he
goryos story of I z e
from the major day
ation. | enj oy s d
l anning on doi eer
nception, Care cel
of successful \ m t
i nues to inspi aHP (21 Rdz 0wk
or s The event as
department faculty to appreci
sor Ell en McWNahotrdary , Amvdiioi cprecl
said, Athe most memorabl e part
ago (whot wan) mys ma chudl tag,e Isitvil A
oOom al ways so i mpressed with ou
ted and programmed by Engl i sh
graduates an opportunity annu
ulty who mentored them. Career
S more importantly, to contrib
o are currently in the same frr
e been emerging steadily that
nce between current and for mer
ual ly minimize t hge agaupathbee tlwe een
r ongoing career advice and pe
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Be Proactive and Adventurous in Your Career Planning: Alt
Interviews

Over the |l ast four years | have had the pleas
through the annual English Career Night and | ha
time as a member oThehBropadtidei emcht afff ttherse 1 n
uni que and personal experiences, collectively th
common threads that connect, despite differences
conceived notion that an English majorés end goa
most every English major must cl ear. I have no ¢
(especially since | have made the same choice).
reer Night panels and Al umni Profiles that this
|l i sh graduates work in all areas of the professi
computer programming, media consultation, or =eve
boundaries of what they can achieve in a rapidly
| owi ng set of al umni i nterviews highlights just

At the end of each English Career Night, afte
can extend beyond the cl assroom, I ask myself, A
attributes, knowledge and expertise most accur at
and analyze texts and data of all sorts? Our rhe
fessional conversations in fields beyond Engl i sh
us i n a better position than our competitors? |
l i sh major, | must define what this discipline m
of my |ife and to the society in which I Iive

|l believe skill at analysis and the capacity
I n addition to our <cl os attention to detail, de
ward the complexities involved in interpretation
versation plays in bonding any community. Even a
skills transcend the classroom because the conve
engage society by studying its discourses. But t
posed, and | know that the true value of a major
views that follow, though, deliver thoughtful an
stories and wise words. '

Il nterviews conducted by Dakota Durbi
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Laura Stevens
Cl ass of 6014

What kind of professional wo!
graduati on?

AfiUpon graduating from my Masi °

bega working for the town o

Services Coordinator for the

work in close coll aboration

running therapeutic and supp

tion as needed, doing a bit

|l ess being one more trusted , 4

run some after school programming, create our seas
mi ng pamphlets and advertisements, help run our so
generally do anything else that needs to be donel!l o
To what extent has the English major helped you to
il can't overstate how much the English major has
wor k. During graduate school , | felt confident in
examining and analyzing primary sources. I think a
comes sO0O second nature to usEdiyt drhés tn artesa:velr aaudreai nde
chology

AfDay to day at my job now, | constantly find mysel
I was writing college recommendations for some of
factor for whether or not a student is admitted to
tions eachowyrsegl,ors® wes have to be skilled at makin
worbds's no exaggeration that a single recommendat.
this writing very seriously. Grant writing is also
and we also have an associated nonprofit odtrhgiasnifzuan
ing comes | argely from grants. Again, these commit
so it's up to me as the writer to make my proposal
bl e. 0

iLess obviously related to the English major but s
soci al medi a presence. Each of our soci al medi a pl
very different audience. Facebook mostly reaches o
wards students. Il " m going to use different | anguag
Il " m intending to access, a skil!/l I honed during my

AThere's -taday e¢hpemdiagnce of simply helping kids wi
hel ping them unClaercshtearn d nb it ehaep 6Royset bhg t hem wi th wri
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Someti mes it means advocating for kids in a toug
These are all exampl esdIf rdoom 'tth eg op aosnte wdeaeyk ionr nsyo |
Il built as an English student at Merri mack. 0

Have you earned any advanced degrees since your
not, do you plan to pursue graduate study in the

Al mmedi ately after graduating from Merrimack i n
earned my Master's in Clinical Ment al Heal th Cou
i ng my time in graduate school , I worked as a co
dl e and high school in Beverly, and at North And
provide therapeutic and counseling support to st

What did you | i ke best about the Merrimack Engli

Harmdsvn t he rel ati onshSomserlwatuz Ky, WM atha lpadrddh e sMecoWw
eople not only taught me how to write and read
earned from them how to hold a space and a pl at
ave healthy debates and di sagreements. I al so |
ents in a way that is constructive, and therefo
ven i f the subject matPa&madiss éolexeLftbn bigt hatt enadh
ngaging, and shows he or she cares, students wi
much better reader and writer as an English st

Q ® O O T — T D

=

at advice would you give current English major

|l ease take advantage of all the department has
|l e i s because ToHe mBr dadselcamotr Eennigyodo all of th
ochures and registration forms, whibé Baecsadyghe
sy to stay in your dorm or sttaeshoemetWwlkRemrtgket
|l ved,; It owi | make all the difference in your
e di ffi

u your only B+ in your time at Merri mack. Cry
xt c¢class you take with him!o

cult classes withMtthhe pgrsofheosws oyrosu twhdtl o

S < ® T -
® O 0 ® -~ o0 T
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Kristina Regoni ni

Class of 0606

What kind of professional work have 1
il have been working as a-lmardk edtgi rc@ |

HVAC brand. I started as an intern

store | ocation for the aftermarket

compl ete, and once | graduated from

mi nor in Business Administration),

Sales and Service office. [ was i1 S

Mar keting Manager for the New Engl a

gl obally and all across the U.S., Db

Mai ne, New Hampshire and Rhode 1| sl a

AinOver the years | worked on my personal and profe
the district opened up it was a natur al progressi
past 7 year s. Fun fact: when | first decided to i
I am now able to | et you know, it stands for Heat
To what extent has the English major helped you t
Aln my job | do LOTS of communicating in many for
to our customer s. Formally and informally as well
do a fair amount of proposal writing for our ener
guests for Qualification or Proposal (RFQ/P). Thi
experience and expertise of our company and espec
includes write ups on customer case studies, empl
Have you earned any advanced degrees since your u
plan to pursue graduate study in the future?
ifYes, after two years of working full time, | dec
Emer son Coll ege and graduated with a M. A. in Mark

What did you | i ke best about the Merri mack Engl i s
AProfessors Scherwatzkybds and Vatalarobés courses,
d exposure to many different periods of writing

What advice would you give current English majors
Ailntern (or at | east job shadow even for just a d
do more of if | could. There are so many possibi
row your focus. o0

SSi
on
nt e

i ng

and

ay)
it



550S5Y0SN)I HAMT L & &dzS

Amy Trembl ay
Class of 605

What kind of professional work ha g S|
Al have had a variety of Jobs sin
first job after graduation was te i on
the University of Maine as a grad Af
UMaine and | decided teaching was O m
chusetts and worked in two privat F WNces
of fice management rol e After tha try
began working in an administratiyv vC,
was fortunate at PwC to be able t vi t h
use my writing skills while working on proposal s, pr
keting coll ateral. Working closely with our Marketin
as a Marketing Communications Coordinator at a priva
To what extent has the English major helped you to t
il |l earned so many skills in the English major that
most i mportant skil!/l I took away from the major was |
ous disciplines. Writing wel/l is such an i mportant s|
world just how i mportant it is to be able to communi
als I have seen how highly they value someone with g
ent s. Anot her incredibly important skil!/ I |l earned
skills I | earned while at Merrimack can be applied t
when reading complicated mar ket research or | egal do:
beyond my understanding, | am well equipped to work
Have you earned any advanced degrees since your unde!]
plan to pursue graduate study in the future?

AA year after graduating from Merri mack, I attended |
English Literature with a concentration in Compositi.
What did you I|like best about the Merrimack English m
AThe English major has changed a | ot since | graduat
etry course or a drama cour se, I was | earning such v
others on reading and analyzing. I think English maj
ing courses with such dedicated professors with a va
for veryone in the major, whether youdre interested
What advice would you give current English majors?
AThis major has a | ot to offer you. It is hard to ch
|l ege student . I would suggest you get some experienc
once | had some experience teaching, | realized it w
pl ore your options with career shadowing, internship
dondét | ove doing. You have a | ot of freedom with thi
of f of campus who want to help you. Take advantage o
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Oli via Gatwbew: AfrRe o £ aMy

By Bridget Kennedy

(V)]

5

Button Pogtrowiing anft&stnhet sensai /,J‘- ng
performing their pieces to audi ¢ | ond
rium and the moment of the initi : e 1 . e
formances have gone viral on var . - EXEi
and YouTube. These videos have f rar e
poets in a big way, and it woul c e |
artists the same way it has for | rti
art, and mor e.
Olivia Gatwood is one of my favc - th
from the Button Poetry circuit. a ¢
power ful wvoice in her work, and 5 .
every day, from menstrual peri oc OZ'?Je ET,,,Dl;u?Z
) ] ) ] T2dzy R 2y U0UKS aKS§
something intelligent, poignant  [Es 2oy (kY LIdzA s a
tengrabbing, but maintain fluid:/ 14 G2 NBIFIR 1L
first book implies, all the ener bil
my best friend, and that reaches me as a fan eve
perform in person. Just as one might experience
drop |l ines |Iike AThis is a war between your body
up and cheer at my | aptop as though | were sitt.i
sey to wear with pride -qarsovai nvpa ymads a s pafe sTeena m n@a t
She is currBewl Amgromani @grsecdmi enell ease featuri
be found on the Button Poetry site (and on the b
book is up for a Goodreads Choice Award, along w
poetr Pepoeksi on and Oltsherd Magped Trec&krst |y (And i
Gatwoodds work is important for reminding the wo
a voéeacpeparticularly i mportant reminder now that w
Hol |l ywooddés Weinstein scandal. So much has c¢ome
power that women need to hear their experiences
outs and calls to action. Her words condemn the
uating those harmful forces. Gatwood@ poems act as their own solidarity campaign with every view, like, and
share they get. Women who hear or read her poems
to smile more, to keep themselves and each other
i mportance of silencing the AManic Pixie Dream G
en. Most women who hear the stories Gatwoodds po
ences, from catcalling to bleeding through a onc
ThEBampa Bapyublliinsehsed an article in April of this vy
esty and empowering voice. The articlebs author,
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the messages in Gatwooddés poetry are for young w
and real, to smile 1 f they want to, not because
pl aud Gatwood. Girls need to know they can speak
ni shed or broken. I can see myself passing Gatwo
I's that the author wrote this in her Christian r
to stand up against the perpetuation of rape cul
of sorts for young women. fARape culture exists I
Christian church ignores its role in perpetuatin
of the 6Christian girlé model. Many feel they fa
way, they are absent on Sundays. Maybe they choo
me away. Society promotes countless stereotypes
sies and victim blaming and the extreme valuing
for this author to overtly call out her own rel.

l i gi ous at aYdu Icafni meé atl amdha satyit 6 cwwew.i tnarhpdlh ayh.ea@m/ r
chrisnuidéennspér i-gitmdadne | / 2321710

I am not at al/l religious, nor have | ever reall
doubl e standards and have witnessed the outright
otypes, and even generally neutral or positive experiences Gatwood discussesin her poetry. | am an emotional

auditor; ask anyone who knows me and he or she w
sponse to just about everything | read, watch, o
wood writes and perfor ms, | feel overcome with a
what Sarah Whitman values in the messages Gatwoo
having valid experiences, and that someone is ta
|l i berty to express themselves. Olivia Gatowomad bhea
ter od awdrsbe delivers a crucially important mes
Since discovering her, | began to regard Olivia
perfectly. This is something incredible, and rar

t o such a | arge audience on so

wo o0dos Bo_e,try“ is a treasul
hE)\@AI- |-uz225 2y

Ol-gfét oet s eatured on B
ﬁa e a |l asting impact on
KNy efyprn dan

reta r too
r - Aiyou know youbve been

igc 1 sl ando
i mages, and a great honor
Yor k.

ry as peopl e
g to smile on command.


http://www.tampabay.com/news/religion/whitman-christians-must-temper-christian-girl-model/2321710%20C:/Users/vatalarop/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
http://www.tampabay.com/news/religion/whitman-christians-must-temper-christian-girl-model/2321710%20C:/Users/vatalarop/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates

